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of the king's titles including his new title of Supreme Head of
the Church of England. More met his death with his usual
courage, serenity and humour, declaring that he "died the
king's good servant but God's first". With him died the hope
of the early Renaissance in England. His death and that of
Fisher sent a thrill of horror through Europe.

It may seem surprising that the champions of the New
Learning died as martyrs for the Old Religion. The fact may
be explained by the difference between the conception of
reform held by such men as Erasmus and More and the
actual"reformation" carried out by Henry VIII and Crom-
well. The humanist reformers would have purified the
Church from abuses, but they would have retained its power
and influence and its international character. They were not
Protestants: they did not want to divide the Church or set up
new sects. They were enlightened Catholics, detesting the
obscurantism and corruption of the late medieval Church as
much as any Protestant, but equally detesting the national-
ism which wanted to cut off the English Church from con-
tinental civilisation and the aggressive capitalism which
wanted to plunder the Church of its wealth. Whatever we may
think of their opinions, there is no doubt that their defeat was
a great blow to the progress of the new civilisation in Eng-
land. In fact it meant the eclipse of humanism, as it was
understood by Erasmus, for a quarter of a century.

The poets fared hardly better than the humanists in the
latter years of Henry VIIL Wyatt was imprisoned in 1536
and again in 1541. He was no devout Catholic like More and
Fisher, but a friend and supporter of Thomas Cromwell, the
Protestant minister. But the savage tyranny of Henry's later
years spared neither Protestant nor Catholic. Wyatt died in
1542 worn out at the age of thirty-eight. The young Earl of
Surrey was one of Henry's last victims. In 1546 he was
arrested on the charge that he had quartered the arms of
Edward the Confessor on his escutcheon. The real reason was
Henry's jealousy and fear of the Howards, and particularly
of the Duke of Norfolk, Surrey's ambitious father. His trial,
like most treason trials under the Tudors, was a farce, and he
was executed a few days before the king himself died. Thus
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